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Ausikaci. Triniochloa gracilis^ a now sptM it*s 
from tht‘ Sierra Madre del Sur in the Mt‘xi(‘an stalt*s 
of Giuthto and Oaxaca, is descrihed and illustrat¬ 
ed, Th(‘ IU‘W spec ies is distinguished from all otht‘r 
spec ies of thc‘ genus hy its narrow {lanicles and 
short, ecjual glumc‘s, A key to all ol tlu* known spee¬ 
ches of the genus is firovidcMl. 

Rksi MK\, St* descriht* c* dustra eonio esf)ec ie 
nueva a Triniochloa gracilis, proveniente de los es- 
tados de Guerrero y Oaxaca en la Sit*rTa Madre del 

r 

Sur. La nueva t‘S|)eeie es distinguicia de todas las 
otras t*sj)t*c*ies dt*l genero jior las paniculas estrc‘- 
chas y las glumas c‘ortas e iguales. Sc‘ presenta una 
clave para todas las espc*c‘ic*s concx ichis del genero. 


Trinit>ehlaa gracili8 M. (ioinez-Sanc hez & M 

(h>nzalez-Lt*cle; 



» sj). nov. TYPE: Mexico, 
(/uerrero: Munieipio dt* Heliocloro Castillo, 62 
km de Filo de (^ahallo |)or terrac erfa a Puerto 
dt*l (iallo (7 km al oestt* dt* El Jilguero), altitud 
27^X) m, 4 die. 1993, M. (kmzdlez-ljedesma efr 
C’. Cataidn II. 55.V (holotype, C^HAPA; iso- 

types, CAS, ENCB, lEB, MEXl, MICH, MO, 

, TEX, L S, XAL). Figure 1. 

Manlcit* caesiMlnsai*. non rIn/ornatosae, in* 

novalionil»us extra\aginalil>ns. Giilrni grac ilis. t*n‘cli \«*l 
genic ulati, cm alti. O.o (l.H mni diam«‘lri. Laminae* 

lolionirn planac. inltna rt'daclac ad nullae*. Panicula e*!- 
(*cia. 0-12(-lo) cm longa. A s mm lata, rami adtnc'ssi. 
Spicidae* c um glurnis ac‘(|ualihiis vt*l suhat*(|ualil)us, Va-^A 
It'tnma longihidinc; lemma G Il(-I2) mm longa, arista 
dorsalc*, 12—10 mm longa. Antlnaac I..7—2.7 mm longat\ 

Plants caespitose, pt*n*nnial, without rhizomes. 
Culms 30-^^() cm tall, en*et or gt*nieulate at the 


0.5-().8 


Lt*al 


nodt*s (*xf)ost*d. Innovations exlravag 
sheatlis with thin, hyaline*, (usc*d margins and [irom- 
inent nerves, glahrous to retrorsely seal)t*ndous, the 


lower sometimes pilose, the upper shorter than their 
internodes. Ligules 2-S mm long, mt*mhranaceous. 
Lcid blades flat, (•(HiduplicaU* to involulo when dry, 
pi I ose on the ut)t)t‘r surface, glabrous b<*low, gt‘n- 

erally 10-15 can long and 1.3-1.7 mm wide, very 
rediu‘t‘d or absent at the lowest 2 or 3 nodes. Pan¬ 
icle erect, narrow, 5-12(—1,5) cm long and 3—5 mm 
wide, with a total ol 7—1,5(—38) spikelets, the lowc*st 

node with 1—5(—8) s|)ikelets; branches and f>edic els 
appressed and glabrous to sc aberulous. Spikelets 
l-Horeted. Glumc*s equal to subequal, 1.8-3.0 mm 
long, mostly hyaline to hyaline only near the apex. 
Lemmas 9—11(—12) mm long, 7-nerved, with a dor¬ 
sal awn 12—16 mm long inserted on tin* upper hall. 
Callus hispid, the 
sal, sometimes exserted at the angle between the 
glumc's, but shorter than the glumes. Lodicules 
trunc ate and fused. Anthers 3, 1..5—2.7 mm long. 
Car\opsis free*, 4.8—6.0 mm long; hilum linear, as 

long as the c‘ary()j>sis. 




Distrihution and habitat. 
known only from the Sierra Madre del Sur in the* 
Mexic an states of Guerrero and Oaxaca, when* it 
grows in pine and oak fon*sts at an elevation l)e- 

tween 2700 and 3100 m. At the thrc‘e sites when* 

it has bet*n collec t(*d, it is loc ally common. 

Triniochloa gracilis is distinguished from all oth¬ 
er sj)ec ies of Triniochloa, t‘xct*f:>t T. stipoides, by its 
very short, equal to subecjual glumt*s. From T. sti- 
s, it is easily separated by its narrow, erec t 
panic les, short leal l)lades, and relatively small an¬ 
thers. At the type loc ality it was growing tog(*thc*r 



witli T 



Ironi whic h it 


easily distin¬ 


guished by its slender habit and narrow panic‘lc*s. 



>.s. MKXICO. Guerrero: Mniuci[>iu dc I .co- 
narclo Hravo. 12 krn dc Kilo dc (!al>alln |>nr la U*rrac«*ria 
a (.ru/ dc Ocotc*. altitud 27(iS u\. d die. IGGd. V/. (iitn- 
zdlcz-lrdcsrna A G'. (Aihildn //. .>76 ( ANSM, LH AI'V. (! 


Novon 8: 144-146. 1W8. 
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\l. (dt/izdlrz-h^desma ('(iladin //. .566 (CHAPA, IKH, 
MO. (,)MK\). 

The only existing key lor the genus (Hitchcock, 
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Novon 


1913) includes only the three species known iroin 


Mexico at the beginning of this century. Since that 
time, T aridina, from Venezuela (Luces de Febres, 
1953), and T talpensLs (Gonzalez-Ledesma et al.. 
1995) and the present T. gracilis^ both from Mexico, 
have been published. Consequently, the following 
key is presented as a means ol summarizing our 
current knowledge ol the genus. 

la. (iluriirs riiuch shorter lliari live leimna. 


II). 


2a. 


Paaiele o|)eii, lax, thf* l)ratielies aseeiHliiig 
to sottiewliat r«‘(It*xe(l: glumes elearl\ uti- 



equal, llie sivoral ()..>—1.5 rnm lotiger mart 

the first and !.:>-/).()(-<).5) mm long; anthers 
(.i.fi——f) inm long; leal l)ladt*s usualU inort* 
than 15 eni long; widt‘S|»n‘a<l. Irorn Mt^xieo 
to lh)li\ia ..... T. stifHudrs (HHK) llileheoek 
21). baniele narT<»u, rreel. the hranelu's and [)ed- 
ie<ds appn*sst’d; ghjiru*s equal or nearly so. 
tlie second h‘ss than 0.3 rnm longer than the 
first and I .f‘i-3.0 mm long; anlh(*rs 1.5 2.7 
mm long; leal blades 15 eni or less long; 

(faxaea arul (iuerrero, Mexico. 

7. ^nu'ilis M. (7()me/.-Sanehe/ M. (fonza- 

lez-l .(‘rlesma 

(flumes, at least the second, as long as tire lem¬ 
ma or tjearlv so. 

3a. Lt‘af hladt *s less than 2 mm widre [rlairts not 



la 


ll 


> 


aious. 


bigule up to It) mm long; panicle 
branelx's .3—1 at most in>des, al h'asl 
some with 2-3 sf)ikt3ets; ktmwn only 

from Morelos, Mexico . 

. . r. niicrdtilhd (S<*ribner) lliteheoek 
Ligule I.") rnm long, panicle branches 


w * 


1-2 per node, ear h with ordv I spikelel; 

known only fn>m Merida, Venezuela . 

* 

. T. iuidinu I.trees 


oa. 


51). 


3b. Leal blades .3-5 mm wnh*; plants rhizortra- 


Lanieles less than 15 ern long, with few¬ 
er tharr 20 spikrdels; h‘af bla<h‘s |)er'sis- 
tmit alter rlrying; rhizomes O.^L-1 mm 
diarn.; knowai only from tihihuahua, 

dr 

Mt‘xieo. T. liixd Hilehetiek 

Panic le more than 15 cm long, willi 
more than 30 spikehMs; leaf blades, al 
least the basal ones, deciduous upon 
dry ing; rhizomes 2- 3 mm diarn.; known 
only from Jali.seo, Mexico. 

T. i<ditrrLsis M. (5ntzalez-Ledi‘sma cK M. 

(airntv.-Sanehez 
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